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Cri11on Women's Trl-stitute celebrafes.aoOiversaryJ 
' ' · 24-. r-o...IAa..l · · ·the members well in the future. 

Eighty-five ~ears ago, on ~ • "-"'~~ V'V,. J" Norma McMillan was the guest 
t9I9, a meetmg was held m . !he W~S NSTITUTE speaker for the afternoon. 

classroom of Argyle Presb~an N · E W S · For more than 25 years, she has been 
Church·. ~- _orgamze the . Crinan associated. closely with the groups of 
Women's Imtitute. A month later, _on Institute. ·ln years past, ~Y. supported the area through her dedicated wortc 
May .19, 1919, the first regular meetm~ 4-H Cubs and the list goes on: "th the Daffodil SocietY 

was held at tJ;te home of Mrs. !'fe~ , The Crinan Women's Institute · of ~ vin come from ~early Crinan 
McEac_hren; W1th Mrs. J.C. McMillan t~y met to ~elebra~e _the 85th W ~ h:me, Norma recalled from 
as president and Mrs. George~~ as anmversary of the1r orgaruzabon.. ~ incidents from her mother's earlier days secre~treasurer .. Seventeen a es ·After opening the program_ ~th the . . . Sh Ice of the first 
were m attendance. Institute Ode and the Mary Stewart m the mstltute.. e spo 

The iDstitute held ~ special Collect, the president, N'ancy McGregor meeting . her mother .h~ atten~ 
celebration marlcing the anruversary on introdu~ the guests ot the -afternoon, Mrs. Neil McEachren s me an 

April21. Veenstra, Pres. of Elgin WI. some of the conunen~ for the future 
Through the years, the C~an ~am WarWick. Mayor of West that~· Carroll had giVen at an early 

Women's Institute has taken an active Elgin,NormaMcMillanoftheDaffodil meeting. . . ' 
role in the commwrity. Society Leah Skiffington of Strathroy Sharon Gilchrist thanked Norma for 1 

During WW n, the members sent ·and wi members from neighbouring her interesting talk and presen~ her 
1 clothing, knitting, treats ~ supplies to · societies throu&h9ut Elgin West -. with a gift Muriel _Carroll ~ad wntt~ a , 

servicemen and people m need They A moment of silence and a memorial poem for the anruversary celebrati~. , 
made quilts which were donated . to. was conducted by Muriel Carroll and Her poem was read by ~orma McGill. I 
needy families. They enjoyed ~orking Jean Jamieson, followed by the singing Leah sang for the gathermg. 
together at ·short courses which were of "Amazing Grace," sung by Leah Lois Carroll, Sandra Payn~ ~d 
sponsored by the Department of Skiffiitgton. . Nancy McGregor sang a song wntten ~ 
Agricwl.ture. . West Elgin Mayor Graham Warwick the 60s for a W.I. grandmother s 

They have sponsored card ~es. brought greetings stating that the meeting. Throughout the song, names 
bake sales, dances, Halloween parties, ,Institute has been an important part of of me.mbers, past and present were 
silent auctions and more. The proceeds the history of the Crinan community mentioned , 
from which have been used to make throughout the years. · • On display were the Tweedsmuir 
donationS -ro the H~art and Stroke He stressed that it is important to the Books which have been carefully 
Foundation, the Cancer Society, the future of West Elgin when citizen's coordinated and compiled by Minnie 
Tyrconnell He? tag~ Society, . the groups such as d!e ~titute strive to Livingstone in more recent years. 
Daffodil SOCiety. the Crman ·make a difference - ~or H~m~ and President Nancy thanked all of those 
Conununity_C:Cntre.and many .others. Country. . . taking part in the program and th~ 

A!so, exhib1~ at the l~al falfS would Mary Veenstra.also brou~t gree~gs guests who had joined in the celebration 
be ticketed W1th the Crinan WI la~l on behalf of Elgm Worn~ s ~tute. of this memorable occasion. 
while some of ~ local young ladies She spoke of. the ro~e ~e mstltu~ had She closed the afternoon with " An 
were sponsored m th~ Ambassad~r played since Its begmrung and WIShed Old Irish Blessing:• 

1 
_Queen contest bv the Crman Women s 



INSTITUTE PARODY 

Crinan ' s such a b u sy place , '"i th meetings, s u ppers a n d the like 
All the ladies pace s o quickly; no one yet has gone on strike 
Ea- ch membe r of our institute, is willing t o help out 

Time and effort e ndle ssly ; in a n s wer to our every plea. 

Chorus 

Every year our clubs been answerin g all t he call f'or c h arity 
Never f oil s to mee t the test; but still has time f or hilarity 
Our masquerade sho1vs yearly ; bout the clo,ms our club h as g o t 

Our card parties , and our dances ; lve ll attended not by chance . 

These costumes , that we ' re 1.rearin g , lve a re modelling just f'o r you 
T - o show just what the lesson s , f rom a g ood short course wi l l do 
·h'e h a v e found that our instru ctors , do no t eat 1 i.ke me and you 

1fe have learn ed to choose our fabrics ; ho'" to '"ash our girdle too . 

Chorus 

\ve have s ung o f all the doings t hat ' "e 1 ve done throuehont the year 

Now we ' d like t o tell you someth i n g , o~ ou r of~icers so dear 
They have vo:r.l<:ed so h ard to please '1 s a nd 1-.re 1 re such an 0rnery bunch 
And I ' m sure t hey ' re a ll.rays thankf u l, ,.,.hen they say its time for lunch. 



There is Grac~ , ou r worthy nresident , '"ho so gro.ciouRly fil l ed the chai 

\fh - en no one else '"ould give consent ; to Jet thetr name stand there 

Geordie no, .. has served U f' l-rel 1, b"o · years of labon r ''e can t~ll 
She tried hard to g e t ou r hal l, dct"pjte t~e obt"toclP~ ereat and smalJ 

Chorus 

Mar- ion our secretary, is the .f i ne st ::~nd the best 
. • ·::t.S 

She keeps books '"el J balanced and n ea1, a;t sbe i n - :forms aJ 1 t h e rest 
Mildred ' s there to :fill her shoes i i' a ho l i .dily Grace 1vou ld choose 
Mildred ' s much more time at r.hcP--rin 1 a t onr lor-nl hase hall doos 

Chorus 

Glad - ys is onr PXpert pantemin0; wi 1h her sk i ts wn 1 re al l agog 

Geordie ' s help when she has time to srare from chasing s ome wild dog 

Citi~ensh~p our Kathlee:l stresses ; or she tells UM of a trj.p 
When she ' s not our lcids score· l::~d y at 1'1.cLarty 1 f: has c balJ stri p ·- · 

\1iru1j c a.nd Muriel are so busy , tryin g to plan onr trir by bus 

And der.ide to go to Sams or some,,•herc more re.Ji.nd for us 

,Jean takP.s i n tC>rest in our club , '"hen she 1 s not in o h11h - bub 

Bout 1 some Star busj neRs at hand or d-:--j vin g ron-:1d 'd th Argyle Ban~ 

lYith a J J th e~'<e f'rivilous me mbers jt j:-. ,,,~11 :for 111-> ,_.,... 1 r0. hlessed 

l1':i.th the other ladies who can ke e p , an ~ye on a ll thlf' rest 

They are very influential as they show b oth me and you 

That our mot to "For Home ahd Country is the Thinr; For Us ·ToDo·" 



I 

Vo\U.\lles I OY\d2 Dt Cn\-,cn \X/. r. 3 
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History of the Crinan Women's Institute 
as compiled by Minnie Livingstone 

on the 85th Anniversary 
April 21, 2004 

It is a great pleasure to write about some of the events in the history of the 

Crinan Women's Institute from its formation on April 24, 1919 to the present day. At a 

meeting held in the classroom of the Argyle Presbyterian Church on the above date, 

the Crinan Women's Institute was formed. 

The first regular meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Neil McEachran on May 

19, 1919 with seventeen ladies present. Mrs. John C. McMillan was president. Mrs. 

George Carroll was treasurer. Mrs. Sarah (McColl) McPherson later took her place. 

Fifty people gathered at the Crinan Community Centre on Apri121 , 2004 to 

celebrate this event. 

We have two volumes of Tweedsmuir History. These are being microfilmed at 

the Elgin County Archives - the films to be placed in West Lome Library when 

completed. Anything of historical interest can be submitted to the curator. 

The Women's Institute has many interesting mottoes and themes such as "One 

may give without loving, but none can love without giving"; "Keeping your hands busy is 

great therapy for your mind"; "When an idea comes into your head, put it to work, not to 

bed"; "Bring an old piece of jewellery that belonged to a member of your family;" "A 

famous woman you most admire and why." 

Crinan Women's Institute sponsors card parties, bake sales, catering services, 

etc., the revenue from which has been used for the upkeep of the hall, donations to the 

Cancer Society, the Daffodil Auxilary, and many others. 

Many events are sponsored by Women's Institute such as the Annual Cancer 

Tea. The Crinan W.l. has displays at the Rodney and Wallacetown Fairs. 

We have visited many interesting places such as Hostas' Choice at Appin, Fun 

Shop for Seniors at Rodney, Audrey Merklinger's home on Aberdeen Line. 

The main event was the Official Opening of the Crinan Community Centre on 

Sept. 6, 2003, completed by a Trillium Grant, numerous donations and local hand 
labour. 
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CHARTER PRESIDENT MRS. J. C. McMILLAN 

Story of Community Service 

History of Crinan Women's Institute 
read at 50th anniversary meeting 

The !ol.lowmg is the b!6tory 
of Crinan Women's lnsUtute as 
read at the recent 50th anni
versary. 

Like any rural community, 
Cinan has a long tramt.ion Qf 
friendly OCHlPt :a Ltun !ro111 tM 
ea:r!Jes:t days ~r ut'es !or qw~ • 
ing, ~:.minB. sewirlg carpet 
rags and wool P•cking. But i t 
first tOOk organdzed lorm in tile 
Red Cross work o[ the F~t·st 
World War. Ww., thls work 
ended, !t seemed unfortunate w 
meoz>y members 10 ~ose the nt
~ 01! meet::~g and wo:-1{
i..-4 to_ger..lter as an o:-&:u"Jzed 
community grouj1. 

The !ormation of the Wo
merrs .IOSm>UU! '1\ as suggestea 
by seV8'3! wome.1, :md parUcu. 
larly advocated by Mrs. John 
C. McMillan who "'66 aiways 
keenly mterest..d in Crinan 
oommun:ity .:ld became very 
~c about the Women's 
hlst:itute movemer>L 

At a meeting he!d in the 
olas9room of ArgyJe Presbyter
ian Oburch the Cnnan Wome11'e 
Insbitute was organized on 
Apl'il Mth, 11919. Thll meeting 
was attended by three repre
sen.tatives !from tlhe district -
Mrs. Whiting, DlsbUct Presi<ient 
for West E}giln, Mrs. G. A. Mc
Levey, District Sec.retlll"}', and 
Mrs. A. D. Mc:Gugan au of Rod-
trey. 

Firat Meeting 
_ The firs¢ regular meeUrlg 
-..vas beld aot the home ot Mn. 
Neil IMcEacb.ren on May 19tn, 
1919, with 17 ladies p.resc:nt. 
Mrs. Jolm C. Mc:Mithm was the 
natural choloe as president of 
the new society. She wa.s lat
er hooow-ed by bec:omlog prcsi. 
dent of West Lorne di9tncl .in 
192L I.n 1922 she becllme l)l'C· 
sideot of Western Ontario Wo
.men"s Institute. 

'!be first Settetary-Treasures
·was Mrs. Geo. Can'o!l, wbo was 
relieved on account of family 
duties during her term, by 'MiES 
Sara McColl, now 'Mrs. Basil 
M<:Phenoo of Rodney, follow
ed by Mn. J as. Andrews. (A 
list of presldeols .:ld secretar

.ies !or the past 50 yean fol
lows this article). 

In the CO\B'8e ot the put 50 
years the lnstlitute bas engaged 
in varied activities. The first 
money eamed 8l>d c:ootributed 
was soent roc 'IiDen covers for 
the Commlllliloo Table et the 

~Obtrch - the old ones bmg 
·used for: bandaees tor: lbe Red 
t Oroes.. A bap~Mmal bowl and 
··coa'l4 stove !WU'e also purch-
lli&ed for: the 'Ci:luroh. 

During rMm. J . C. McMillan's 
, prooidency llbe ~t fcmce 

;was built 'aro\Uld Simpson's oe
. tDBtleey. ln 18$7 1bia .fence was 
~ ey ·1be Jmtatute lllld 
repaiDW. 

Edw:atioA 
Tbe ~ ba always been 

inlllerestled to ed11()811ion. Memo 
: bEQ have Ckmat«l prizes for 

pupUs participatiog in p ublic 
speaking contests, and at var
.i.ous meebings special Sl)eaker.; 
on education have been hearo. 

Like all I.nslitutes the Cr.nan 
Lnstlitute featu.."CS t.'le study 
and demonstra~ of Home 
Economics. In earlier years 
members entered competitions 
for thri!t at the !oc:al !air whlcil 
included canning and proeess
!.r.g fruit and vege<..ab!es, meat 
and chlckeo, and a compel: tion 
!or the best ut±c:e made irom 
cvt:.on sacks 

I>uriz1a1 tM years <:!asses have 
been gwen by instntctors in 
sewing, znillinecy, nursing, mat 
maldng. c:ooldng and inlerior 
deco!:ating. 

Once a year a meeting is de
voted to historical res~ 
baviac papers on the to])ic and 
a display of eoti.ques. 

In January. 1955, an antique 
display and tee was held at the 
home of Mrs. M. B. MeColl, 
with many West .Elgin district 
members atteoding. Proceeds 
were se:n to the Elgin Musewn. 
Each year a dooation :S given 
to it and members he!p with 
bake sales and teas held at the 
i\luseum. 

Each August the GrasJcllooth
ers' meeting is held honourilog 
all grandmothers of the corn
mun:ity. An old time lunch is 
served consisting of ioods of 
lone ago - scones, crackers l¥1\d 
cheese, g,illg~ -lll&rble 
cake or cooldes, etc. 

I'wevdsmuir :dook 
'l'he Tweedsmuir Book was 

started in 1947. It records Qis
t.ory and mellY in~ facts 
oi the oommunity .from the days 
v! tbe early settlers ' til today. 

I.n 1966, at the District An
nual in Dutton, it won first 
prize in 1:h.tt contest fw. the area. 

The lnslitute is deeply ioter
ested in the welfare and social 
lite of the commtrnity. Needy 
.families ha- te been helped in 
various ways. During the Se
cond WooJd W~~r yurs tOe w~ 
was active in the Red Cross 
work. Activities inciuded sew
ing, kDitting, jam malcillg and 
q uilting. Twenty-two soldier!' 
Mld one 'DUl"3e from ow- district 
were ~re~DE~Dbel'ed ,·nth boxes. 

I.n recent years members have 
helped at the Tuck Sbop in El
gin Man<lt, also at Beattie ~
ven. Donations have been Cl· 
ven ibe 1Cimcer Society, United 
WeHIIII"e, War Memorial Hos
pital, East« Seals, Mwcular 
Dystrophy 8l>d \Memorial Park 
at Port G'-low. 

Foe' .everal. years the W ~ 
8(lClllliQred bus tripe to various 
,places of J.ntere.t - Belle Isle, 
Wallaceburg G!Ms and Br.. 
factooies, Shakespearean FesU
va!, Q . A. C. Guelph, PiDe=ltt 
Pdtlery, •Elgin Maoor. Miaple 
Leaf Gardens, Goderich and 
Lc:mdoo n-tzoe. Oue winter 
toe 1adiEe spent knaDy a tively 
even!og at their Ro-Bo h'll!!. 

Durialg Centennial Year the 
Institute was host to the Wcs: 
Elgin 'District Annu.a!. Several 
members were d.r~:i in cos
umes of 100 years s.;o. 

Golden Weddings 
Those celebrat.:lg Golde::a 

Weddings in the !Jmtnun!ty 
"-"" always re1r:embe.'"Cd \9lL'l 
¢f1 .from the !ru~tute. Eacn 
year B.aHo\\·e·en part:es ue 
held. Nume:-ous people ha\·e 
contributed generously V'::)l 
their lime c.d talents ~? soc!al 
functions. Speo:\1 mention o! 
Stuart Mcln:yre with hls :oe
t;opping mus!c ean not bl: ovtr
looked. 

In June, 1965, a c:u:ow t'r& in 
education dawned when rural 
sehools were clond in !avow
of area scllools. 

'Ilbe Institu te, fea!ing the 
need of a conununlty centre, 
kept an alert eye ooo the auc
tion sale of the sch')<)ls. h"!:>:
to 11.1Us raising funds was dis· 
cussed ar,d a coorrununity auc
tion was held in McLarty's field 
adjo'.ning the church grounds. 
People of the district and 
<neighbouring towns were most 
generous and a !lum o! approx.i. 
nlMely $550 was reamed as a 
st~ fund for a n ew ha-11. 

lin December, 1965, Unlcn No. 
3, Aldbocough-Dunwich school 
was purchased at an auction 
for $800. The 'piano was also 
boug.1lt. A hall committee w;.a 
appo'.nted consisting of one 
man from each !onner section 
lmd three I.nstltute members. 

Community Centre 
In 1969 a sign "Crinan W.I. 

Community Centre" was put 
up over the front entrance. The 
W .L has been fortunate in hav
ing such willing helpers in our 
men of the district in repa.inn& 
and maintaining the ball and 
grotmds. Malw socal fur.cticms 
are held in tbe form of card 
parties 'and dances, as well as 
mee~ 

Today members are proud to 
say ·the hull is !free of debt and 
we ~ve a bank balance of 
over $200 in the ha:U !WIQ. 
They hope the enthusiasm .11 
past years 'carnres iTllto Ute tu
ture 'and that lthe <hall setves as 
a community centre for many 
years ·and tha t Institute mem
bers always bear in mind the 
motto: '1For Home and Coun
try". 

Much credit for the sucoess 
nf the Institute is due to past 
of:f:ioors as well as the present 
who are: Pres;de::t, i\1rs. Gco. 
Jamreson, and secretary-trea
surer, Mrs. Frank Dewitte. T\\•c. 
Charter members are stU! a.:il ve _ 
in our organization - ~""lr. 
Geo. Carroll and ~!rs. Jas. An-

• 0 

anw.-,.. u:1ey were remeo:toer
ed for tllei:r failh:tul service 
with gift$ of jewellery 011 be
half of the Institute. 

The lfo&Jwjng lis the ll3t of 
officers and dates they served: 

1919- 1924: Pres., Mrs. J. c. 
Mc:MilThm; sec. -treas., Mrs. Geo. 
Ca:roll, Miss Sara MeCo11, Mrs. 
Jas. Andrews. 

1924 <to 1936: J>res;dents: 
Mrs. Neil !McEac:bren, Mrs. A. 
J. l\fcMurehy, Mrs. Frank Mc
Lanty, !Mrs. Geo. Carroll, Mrs. 
Jas. Andrews, !Mrs. Walter Ca
dogan; sec.-trees.: Mrs. Stanley 
Hailnes, 'Mlss Bessie Stalker, 
Mrs. Neil McEachrcn, Miss 
Georgina McCallum, Mrs. Geo. 
Carroll 

1936·1937: Pre6., Mrs. A. J. 
.MOMurchy; sec.,treas.: Mrs. M. 
13. McCO'U 

•1&38-1939: Pres., Mrs. Henry 
UrquhatTt; see.- treas., Mn. 
Haines. 

1939-1940: Pres., Mrs. John 
McEachren; sec.-trees., Mrs. 
Jas. .Aodrews. 

1941-1942: Pres.: M.'"S. Walter 
Cadogan; sec.treas., Mn. M. B. 
McColL 

1943-1945: PrEs., Mn. Neil 
McEael>n!n; sec:.-treas., Mrs. 
Henry Ul'quha1. 

1945-1946: PrEs., ~ Walter 
Cadogan; !lec.-treas., Mrs. Don
aida McRae. 

1946-1948: Pres., 'Mrs. Gert
rude McAlpine; sec.-t.reas., Mrs. 
Donalda McRae. 

'1943-1950: Pres., Mrs. Jobn 
C~; sec.-treas., Mrs. 
Donalda MoRae. 

1950-1952: PN&., :Mn. _;_:; 
~~ sec:.-trea.s., Mrs. 
DoDiiliia IM'cl!ae. 

1952-1003: Pre$., Mrs. E. 
Dawson; sec .• treas, Donalda 
Mdllale. 0 

1953-1954: <Pres., ·Mrs. ID. 
MoRae; sec.ollreat., Mr.. 8. Mc
latyre. 

19M-19M: IPI>e&., Mrs. Wm. 
Zdl!ler; sec.-IIDeas., Mn. A. Cer
mic:halel. 

a956-19517: Pres., Mn. M. B. 
MlllC:oU; sec.-.l!roeas., !Mre. 'A.. Car
mldbalel. 

195'7-1958 : ~. Mrs. nou.,. 
MiclM'Urdl.y; sec.-u-eas., Mrs. GU· 
bel't~e. 

11969-1960: PN&., Mrs. D. B. 
~; sec.•l:rea$., Mn. Gil· 
bent~. 

1960-1961: Pres., Mrs. D. 
Livlinrstooe; sec.-treas., Mrs. 
Gilboot ~-

1.961-1962: Pres., Mrs. D. 
LivingstoDe; sec:.~treas., Mrs. 
John CIIITIUchael. 

1962-1963: ~: Mrs. 
M. B . McColl, Mrs. D. B. 'Mc
Callum; Sec.-treas., Mrs. John 
Cermichael. 

1963-1964: Pres., Mts. D. B. 
McCallum; sec.-treas~ IMrs. John 
Carmleb.ael. 

1964-1965: Presidents: Mrs. 
W. G. !McCallum, Mrs. Ken. 
~; see.-treas., Mrs. Har-

j<>k!~ Pres~ Mrs. Ken. 
~pine; sec.-t:r-., Mrs. 1'lai"-

I)Jd iClarrolL 
1966-1967: Pres., !Mrs. Jobn • 

Qarmiclmel; sec:.-treas., Mrs. 
tf.."dld Carroll. 

11967-1968: <Pires., Mrs. Geo. 
Jamiesco; sec.-ireas., Mrs. G. 
Li~. 

Ul69-1970: Pres., Mrs. Geo. 
Jamieson; see.-treas., Mrs. Frank 
Dew.itte. 
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Dr-·1nan W. f. 35th Ann'1verSCLI~'f1 d.ooJ/-
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History Summary of 
West Elgin 

Daffodil Auxiliary Cancer Fund 

About 1956 a local doctor's wife started driving cancer patients for 
treatment, doing home care duties and even helping financially. In due time, 
others came to her rescue with fmancial assistance - particularly the Women's 
Institute. Bear in mind that was a period prior to any government medical 
plans. 

In 1967 the Daffodil Auxiliary applied for a charity number so receipts 
could be issued to individuals contributing to either the Welfare Fund or 
Cancer Fund. 

For over 28 years a Quilting Group from the hamlet of Fingal has 
donated a special quilt for a draw to raise money for cancer patients. 

An increasing number of people over the past 15 years have made 
memorial donations in lieu of flowers. 

These two sources of funds have allowed caregivers to attend to the 
needs of local patients and make sizeable donations to local hospitals and 
Medical Centres. 

Listed are some of the larger donations made by the Daffodil Auxiliary 
(Cancer) from 1990 on -

1990 - To StThomas Elgin General Hospital, funds to make available 
the first Palliative Care Room for seriously ill patients and their family 
members. 

1991- To Four Counties Hospital, the same amount given to make the 
first Palliative Care Room there also. (A plaque is still on the door of that 
special roon1.) 



1995 - Another donation to the StThomas Elgin Hospital Radiology 
Department - for a Special Reclining Chair for ladies being tested for Breast 
Cancer. 

1995 -To Four Counties Hospital towards the purchase of and Electric 
Bed. 

1995 - To Camp Trillium to help children with cancer to attend a special 
Family Camp. 

1997- To the Building Project of the Bobier Villa Nursing Home. 

1999- To the Bobier Villa towards the purchase of a Mechanical Life. 

2001 - To StThomas Elgin General Hospital to purchase a Vital Signs 
Monitor. 

2003 -To the Bobier Villa for a Special Release Mattress. 

2003 - To the Building Project of Elgin Community Health Centre. 

To my knowledge there is not another Registered Organization in 
Ontario or Canada that can raise funds for cancer and not be required to 
forward the funds to the Cancer Society. 

N.B. -In April for many years you have purchased Daffodils and 
sponsored individuals participating in the "Great Ride". Those funds are all 
fotwarded to Toronto. 

I am sure there is no one reading this report that has not contributed to 
the Daffodil Auxiliary Welfare. 

Nonna McMillan 
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